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PRESS RELEASE

Czech Presidency of the Council of the European Union celebrated in Malta during Czech Days between 25th to 29th May 2009

Czech Music, Arts, Business and Politics dominated the subjects for discussion and scenes of CZECH DAYS in Malta in commemoration of the Czech Presidency of the EU which terminates at the end of June.

The events kicked off with a special and unique commemoration held in the morning on Monday 25th May at the RAF War Memorial in Floriana, when HE Vladimir Zavazal Ambassador of the Czech Republic in Malta together with Ms Louise Stanton British High Commissioner and Brdg. Carmel Vassallo Commander of the Armed Forces of Malta laid wreaths at the foot of the monument to commemorate Czech Pilots who fought alongside the Royal Air Force during World War II. This event was also attended by members of the Royal Air Force Association, The Malta George Cross Associations and members of the Czech Compatriots Society.

Resident Ambassadors of European Union’s member states were later in the day entertained to lunch which was also attended by the Hon. Dr Tonio Borg, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs.

A Czech Film week featuring some famous films such as Krev zmizelého (Bonds of Blood);
Kristian – Martin Fric 1939 ; Empties (vratne lahve); Some secrets (Tajnosti); Postava k podpírání and Jan Palach 1969 documentary were screened during the week at St James Cavalier in Valletta which also hosted an exhibition of special photos covering events which happened in the then Czechoslovakia between 1969 and 1989.

A Business delegation and a delegation from the Senate of the Chamber of Deputies of the Czech Republic also visited Malta during this week.

The Czech delegation held a well-attended seminar at the Malta Chamber of Commerce and Enterprise in Valletta and this was followed by a networking reception during which guests held meetings with the visiting delegates.

The Senate delegation on the other hand had various meetings with the Ministry of Finance, The Malta Financial Services Authority, The Speaker of the House of Representatives Dr Louis 

Galea and the Public Affairs Committee of the Maltese Parliament. The delegation also paid a courtesy call on H.E. Dr George Abela President of Malta at his Office in Valletta.

The National Day of the Czech Republic commemorating Independence of the Czech State in 1918 (which is usually held on the 28th of October) was this year celebrated in May on the occasion of the Czech Presidency.  HE Vladimir Zavazal, Ambassador of the Czech Republic to Malta hosted a reception to mark this event at The Main Lounge of the Hotel Phoenicia in Floriana.  The reception was attended by various members of the Diplomatic and Consular Corps, Government Officials led by HE The President of Malta Dr George Abela. 

During the event speeches where made by H.E. The Czech Ambassador and The President of Malta who both toasted to the well being of the relations between Malta and the Czech Republic.

These Czech events ended in great style with a Baroque Concert for organ, trumpets and drums, held in the splendour of St John’s Co-Cathedral. The concert was held under the patronage of the President of Malta and Mrs. Abela.  A packed Co-Cathedral listened to excellent music performed by Czech artists flown to Malta purposely for the event.
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