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We have the pleasure to invite you to participate in the Holocaust Memorial Day – Malta 2009,  which will be held on the 28th January 2009 at the Student’s House, Melita Room, University of Malta at 10.30 hrs.
Programme

.
Welcome address Tonio Casapinta Honorary Consul of the Czech Republic in Malta.

· Screening of a film – SIR NICHOLAS WINTON’s  Lottery of Life a 12 minute documentary on the courage one British person who saved 669 Czech children  from the hands of the Nazis. 
· Memorial Lecture by President Emeritus Prof. Dr Guido de Marco 

· Musical moments - by String Ensemble of the Mediterranean Institute – University of Malta.

“Studie” for String Orchestra by Pavel Haas (1899 -1944) is one of the last works of this Czech composer, who was one of the best pupils of Leos Janacek. This piece was composed in the summer of 1943 at Terezin concentration camp, where the author was imprisoned between December 1941 and October 1944. This composition was specifically written to be played by the newly established string orchestra at this camp which was led by another imprisoned musician, Karel Ancerl. The “Studie” was dedicated to him. The work was performed twice at Terezin: the first on September 1, 1944, to the camp prisoners during the shooting of the propagandistic film “Der Führer schenkt den Juden eine Stadt”; the second performance was on September 13. A month late, nearly all the artists and musicians at Terezin camp were transferred to Auschwitz. Haas died in one of the gas chambers of Auschwitz. Ancerl too was deported but was fortunate to survive the gas ordeal. After the war, he succeeded in finding the score of the “Studie” at the Terezin camp, thus saving this composition from oblivion. After the war Ancerl became the conductor of the Czech Philharmonic Orchestra.

David Ellul, 1st violin

Odile Micallef, 2nd violin

Daniel Zammit, viola

Kevin Psaila, cello

Michelle Scicluna, doublebass

· Presentation of a quantity of copies of the Book "Nicholas Wilton's Lottery of Life" to be donated to the Hon. Dolores Cristina, Minister of Education, Culture, Youth and Sport by the American Friends of the Czech Republic. 

· Refreshments hosted by the University of Malta
The event is being organised with the co-operation and support of The Ministry of Education, Culture, Youth and Sport, The University of Malta, The Embassies of The Republic of Austria, The Czech Republic, The Federal Republic of Germany, The Italian Republic, The State of Israel, The Kingdom of the Netherlands, The Republic of Poland, The Russian Federation and The United States of America.

For further information please contact:

The Consulate of the Czech Republic

e-mail:  consulate@czech-malta.com
tel:      00356  21413893, 21417428

