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CZECHS CELEBRATE THEIR NATIONAL DAY WITH A BANG
The Ballroom of the Phoenicia Hotel served as a unique backdrop for a Celebrity Recital by Maltese Soprano Lydia Caruana accompanied on the piano by Elizabeth J. Leonardi on the occasion of the 90th anniversary of the Foundation of Czechoslovakia in 1918.
The recital and reception that followed were hosted by H.E. the Ambassador of the Czech Republic to Malta and Mrs Zavazal and was attended by H.E. the President of Malta Dr Edward Fenech Adami, various members of the Diplomatic and Consular Corps, other distinguished guests and members of the Czech community in Malta.
Lydia Caruana brilliantly performed various song cyles by Haydn, Isobar, Rossini, Dvorak and Camilleri, however the focus of the evening was reached when as an encore and surprise to Ambassador Zavazal, Lydia implacably sang in her velvety voice and in Czech, Antonin Dvorak’s “Song to the moon (Rusalka)” to the amazement and appreciation of the large audience present.
During the reception both the President of Malta and the Ambassador, toasted to the wellbeing of Czech and Maltese relations, whilst emphasizing on the importance of the Czech Presidency of the EU, which will start in the beginning of the New Year.
A spokesman of the Consulate of the Czech Republic in Malta told The Sunday Times that the innovative idea of using Maltese artists at a State Reception in Malta was well received and appreciated and served as a prelude to various other cultural events which the Consulate together with the Embassy of the Czech Republic in Rome will be organizing on the occasion of the Czech – EU Presidency between January and June 2009. Words of thanks were also expressed towards the sponsors of the evening that included Bank of Valletta plc, European Institute of Education (EIE), Master Group and Skoda Auto.
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