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PRESS RELEASE

“I have not seen a butterfly around here………

Life in Terezin through children’s eyes”.

A special exhibition of Children’s paintings from Terezin Concentration Camp in Czech Republic at St James Cavalier in January

The Embassy of the Czech Republic in Rome and the Consulate of the Czech Republic in Malta will be setting up an exhibition of children’s paintings from the former Terezin Concentration Camp in the Czech Republic. This event will form part of the programme of activities for 2008 that will be marking the 40th Anniversary of Diplomatic relations between the two countries.

The Hon. Dr Louis Galea, Minister for Youth and Employment will inaugurate the exhibition on Monday 28th January 2008, following which the exhibition will be open to the public daily, from Tuesday 29th January till Sunday 24th  February 2008.

Terezin is located Northwest of Prague and was built in 1270 by Joseph II who named it after his mother, Maria Teresa.  It took ten years to construct the small fortress town.  In 1782, Terezin was declared a free, royal town.  The population grew slowly, but by the early 1830’s the population size was over one thousand.  The main purpose of the city was to protect Prague from invasion.

The most tragic part of Terezin’s history came after the Czech lands were occupied by Nazi Germany.  Terezin’s small fortress was converted into a police prison for the Prague Gestapo in June 1940.  In November 1941, a ghetto and a concentration camp were established in the large fortress town of Terezin.

Of the 140,000 people who were interned at Terezin, 33,000 died and 87,000 were transported to other death camps elsewhere.  Of these, 15,000 were children.  Only 132 children survived.

Terezin was used by the Nazis to dupe the International Red Cross into believing that Terezin was a model camp and a spa town and therefore the Terezin children were schooled and trained by highly educated teachers and social workers.  This deception worked and the Red Cross allowed Terezin to continue to exist in its setup.

The Terezin children eventually began to harbour hopes for a bright future despite many being terminated.  During this period the children created six thousand drawings and many were hidden away and later successfully retrieved to tell the stories about Terezin.  Some of these form part of this exhibition so that WE WILL ALL REMEMBERAND NEVER FORGET.

A spokesperson from the Consulate commented that this unique exhibition would appeal to people of all ages and in particular to schoolchildren.  Through this exhibition an awareness of the atrocities of the holocaust and the sufferings of thousands of children like them will be created or revived.  Unfortunately for the majority of the children the dream of freedom and survival never materialised and it was only the paintings that survived the ravages of war.

23 years after the end of World War II, the Czech lands were not yet free.  In 1968, when Malta and Czechoslovakia (as it was then known) first established diplomatic relations its people were still suffering suppression, this time from the Communist regime. 

Many years had to pass before Freedom and Democracy could be given back to its people whose status is now guaranteed with their membership in a United Europe. 
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