Packed week of outstanding events to mark

“C Z E C H   DAYS in Malta 2009”

The Czech Republic will be presenting “Czech Days in Malta 2009”, a feast of culture, music, business and politics to mark the Czech Presidency of the Council of the European Union in the first semester of 2009.  These events are being co-ordinated and organized by The Embassy of the Czech Republic in Rome and the Consulate of the Czech Republic in Malta. 

The events will kick off on Monday 25th May 2009 with a wreath-laying ceremony at the R.A.F. War Memorial in Floriana, to commemorate Czech Pilots who fought alongside comrades from the Royal Air Force in World War II.  H.E. Vladimir Zavazal, Ambassador of the Czech Republic in Malta, together with H.E. Louise Stanton, High Commissioner, British High Commission, Malta and Brgd. Carmel Vassallo, Commander, Armed Forces of Malta will be laying wreaths at the Memorial. Members of the Royal Air Force Association – Malta G.C. Branch and The British Legion (Malta) will also pay their respects.  

St James Cavalier will be hosting “Czech Film Week” from Monday 25th May screening a different film every evening. The event is being organized with the support of the Czech Compatriots Society.

A Czech Business Mission will present opportunities in the ICT and Financial Services Sectors at the Malta Chamber of Commerce, Enterprise & Industry on Tuesday 27th May. This presentation will be followed by a networking reception and “one to one” meetings for pre-registered Maltese businessmen. Presentations by representatives of the Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Czech Republic, Czech Chamber of Commerce, Czech Trade, Czech Invest and Czech Tourism will be made. Registration for this event has to be made in advance by contacting Ms Johanna Calleja at the Malta Chamber of Commerce, Enterprise & Industry on telephone 21247233.

A stunning Photographic Exhibition by leading Czech photographers of the periods, entitled Czech Events in 1969 and 1989 will be inaugurated by H.E. Vladimir Zavazal on Tuesday evening.  This exhibition will be open to the public between Wednesday 27th and Friday 29th May 2009 and entrance is free of charge.

On Wednesday two delegations from the Czech Parliament representing the “EU Affairs Committee of the Senate” and “Budgetary Affairs Committee of the Chamber of Deputies” - will be in Malta and will hold meetings with counterparts from the House of Representatives - EU and Foreign Affairs Committee and the Public Accounts Committee. Later that evening both delegations will attend a State Reception marking the National Day of the Czech Republic which contrary to other years is being celebrated during the Czech Presidency. . 

A unique Baroque Concert of Sacred Music from the 17 – 19th centuries for Organ, Trumpets and Drums will be held in the majestic splendor of St John’s Co-Cathedral in Valletta on Thursday 28th May. The concert will be performed by five outstanding Czech Musicians; Vladimir Roubal, Director of Church Music of the Royal Norbertines Canonry in Prague; Vladimir Rejlek and Miroslav Lastovka solo-trumpeters of the Prague National Theatre Orchestra and The Prague State Opera Orchestra respectively and Frantisek Svejkovsky solo trumpeter and head of the Orchestra of The Prague Castle Guards together with Karel Fingl – timpanist of the Prague State Opera. This concert will be held under the distinguished patronage of The President of Malta with the courtesy of the St. John’s Co-Cathedral Foundation, and is open to the general public.  Entrance is free of charge and all patrons are to be seated by 19.00 hrs.  Female patrons are requested to refrain from wearing stiletto heels.

A spokesperson of the Consulate of the Czech Republic in Malta explained the complexity in the organization of such a packed programme of events, especially during such a time when so many other cultural events are being held all over the world to promote the best in Czech Music, Arts, Theatre of the Czech Presidency. “As a Consulate we are renowned for the quality of our events, and at this unique time, we feel proud that through the support of the Embassy we have managed to get the very best for the Czech Days in Malta” concluded the spokesperson. 

Czech Days in Malta are sponsored by:

Air Malta plc., - Budvar Beers - Ernst & Young - Malta International Airport - Malta Tourism Authority - Middlesea Valletta Life - Hotel Phoenicia, Malta

and supported by:

Ministry of Trade and Industry of the Czech Republic, Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, Embassy of the Czech Republic in Rome, CzechTrade, CzechInvest, Czech Tourism, Czech Chamber of Commerce, Confederation of Czech Industry and The Malta Chamber of Commerce, Enterprise and Industry

